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1 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1  To consider an application from members of Prestatyn Town Council to take part 

in business in which they may have an interest by virtue of their status as trustees 
of the Prestatyn and Meliden Community Action Group. 

 
2 BACKGROUND 

 
2.1 Paragraph 10(1) of the Members’ Code of Conduct states that members of 

relevant authorities must in all matters consider whether they have a personal 
interest and whether the code of conduct requires them to disclose that interest.  
Paragraph 10(2) sets out a number of circumstances in which Members must 
regard themselves as having a personal interest in any business of the authority.  
Paragraph 10(ix)(bb) states that a member must disclose a personal interest 
where the business before the authority relates to a company, industrial and 
provident society, charity, or body directed to charitable purposes in which they 
have membership or hold a position of general control or management. 

 

2.2 Paragraph 12(1) of the Code provides that a member who has a personal interest 
in any business of your authority will also have a prejudicial interest in that 
business if the interest is one which a member of the public with knowledge of the 
relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice 
their judgement of the public interest.  

 
2.3 Paragraph 14(1) of the Code provides that where a Member has a prejudicial 

interest in any business of the authority then they must, unless they have obtained 
a dispensation from the Standards Committee, withdraw from the room where a 
meeting considering the business is being held. 

 
2.4 Councillors James Davies and Sherry Edwards of Prestatyn Town Council seek a 

dispensation in respect of business to be considered by the Prestatyn Town 
Council relating to an application for funding made by the Prestatyn and Meliden 
Community Action Group to the Town Council.   

 



2.5 Both Councillors are trustees of the Group which runs the “Pop In Centre” in 
Prestatyn.  This centre provides services to young people.  The application for 
funding is in the sum of £3,700. 

 
2.6 The Standards Committee (Grant of Dispensation)(Wales) Regulations 2001 set 

out the circumstances in which a Standards Committee may grant a dispensation.  
Regulation 2 of the regulations which sets out the circumstances in which 
dispensations may be granted is attached to this report as Appendix 1. 

 
2.7 It is understood that the paragraph of the regulation under which the Members 

seek a dispensation is paragraph 2(h) which states: 
 

“the business which is to be considered relates to the finances or property of a 
voluntary organisation of whose management committee or board the 
member is a member otherwise than as a representative of the relevant 
authority and the member has no other interest in that business provided that 
any dispensation shall not extend to participation in any vote with respect to 
that business.” 

 
2.8 It is for the Standards Committee to determine whether a dispensation should be 

granted.  In addition the Standards Committee may wish to consider whether the 
dispensation should be limited to a particular meeting, a specific time period or to 
be unlimited in time. 

 
3 RECOMMENDATION 
 
3.1 That the Standards Committee consider the grant of the dispensation to 

Councillor James Davies and Councillor Sherry Edwards of Prestatyn Town 
Council pursuant to Regulation 2(h) of the Standards Committee (Grant of 
Dispensation)(Wales) Regulations 2001.  If the Committee are minded to grant a 
dispensation, then the terms of such dispensation shall be as follows: 

 
3.1.1 The dispensation applies only to matters considered by Prestatyn Town Council in 

respect of the Pop In Centre run by the Prestatyn and Meliden Community Action 
Group at the meeting of Prestatyn Town Council on the 7th March 2012. 

 
3.1.2 The Members who are the subject of the dispensation must still declare a 

personal interest at the meeting at which the matter is discussed.  They may then 
participate in the meeting insofar as they are permitted to do so by this 
dispensation. 


